


Well a La Niña weather pattern developed during late October into 
November, with the not surprising result of the month being warmer and drier 
than normal. Average temperatures for the month ranged from about 2 to 5 
degrees above normal. Precipitation for the majority of the area was well 
below normal. However, thanks to a couple of upper low pressures over the
Baja late in the month, areas along the International Border from Hidalgo to El 
Paso Counties received up to .50 inches of rain which was just under normal 
values. In  a narrower line extending from about Columbus to Radium Springs, 
about .75 to 1.00 inches of rain fell, which is above normal. Of course with the 
mostly dry conditions, mountain snowfall was also at a minimum. Monthly 
snow was limited mainly the highest elevations. Cloudcroft finally received its 
first snow on the 25th, coming in with 2 inches.   

Looking ahead to December, we continue to slowly lose daylight, bottoming 
out on the 21st, when the Winter Solstice occurs. The month begins with 10
hours, 13 minutes of daylight, and reaches its minimum on the 21st at 10 
hours and 4 minutes. Daylight very slowly begins to increase after this,
reaching 10 hours 7 minutes on the 31st. The time of sunset actually begins to 
increase on by the 6th, though time of sunrise is still increasing faster. Average 
temperatures continue to decrease, but at a much slower rate than the 



previous several months. The average high at El Paso on the 1st is 61
degrees, while on the 31st it is 57 degrees. For fans of the Moon, our 
December Full Moon will occur on the 18th, also known as the Cold Moon. 
There are no lunar eclipses for the month. There is one Solar Eclipse, 
occurring on the 4th. Unfortunately, only people living in the far southern 
Hemisphere will be able to view it.  
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November 25 Light snow at 

Cloudcroft
November 25 Light snow over the 

Organ Mountains



ENSO Alert System Status: 

La Niña Advisory in Affect

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast
ENSO is in a neutral status but will soon progress to La Niña 

conditions, where it is expected to stay for much of the 

winter ahead.



La Niña Pattern 

El Niño Pattern 

With a La Niña pattern, a ridge of high 
pressure  tends to build off the west coast of
the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end
up moving across the northern Plains and 
down to the southeastern part of the country. 
Of course it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically 
happens and are not guaranteed to occur. 

With El Niño, we often see the opposite
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high
pressure is often weak or non-existent, 
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south-
western U.S. above normal precipitation.



Examples of the numerous La Niña 
winters since 1950. These maps
depict the departure from normal
precipitation amounts for a winter. 
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• Abnormally Dry – D0 

• Moderate Drought – D1  

• Severe Drought – D2

• Extreme Drought – D3
• Exceptional – D4

November 23, 2021 August 31, 2021

Current drought conditions 

and 3 month change



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of Nov 30, 2021

Snow Depth on Nov 30, 2021 Normal Snow Depth for 

Nov 30



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of Oct 31, 2021

Normal Snow Depth for 

Oct 31
Snow Depth on Oct 31, 2021



Snow Water Equivalent as of Nov 30, 2021
Compare to last few years and average values
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Precipitation for the Water Year Oct 1 – April 30, 2022
Compare to last few years and average values
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Temperature and precipitation data for 

November 2021 in El Paso = record



2021: Temperature and Precipitation 

YTD Data for El Paso 





















Date/Time Location (County) Event

NOV 19  719 AM LAKE ROBERST-GRANT 20 DEG LOW TEMP

NOV 19 714 AM WINSTON-SIERRA 21 DEG LOW TEMP

NOV 19  700 AM JORNADA RANGE-DONA ANA 23 DEG LOW TEMP

NOV 19  400 AM SILVER CITY VALLEY DRIVE-GRANT 25 DEG LOW TEMP

NOV 19  400 AM TIMBERON-OTERO 25 DEG LOW TEMP

NOV 19  644 AM DELL CITY-HUDSPETH 27 DEG LOW TEMP

NOV 19  430 AM ANIMAS-HIDALGO 27 DEG LOW TEMP

NOV 19  401 AM MAYHILL-OTERO 27 DEG LOW TEMP

NOV 19  631 AM LA UNION-DONA ANA 28 DEG LOW TEMP

NOV 19  558 AM HOLLOMAN AFB-OTERO 29 DEG LOW TEMP

NOV 19  635 AM LAS CRUCES ARPT- DONA ANA 29 DEG LOW TEMP

NOV 19 715 AM ALAMOGORDO ARPT-OTERO 30 DEG LOW TEMP



Date/Time Location (County) Event

NOV 19  635 AM SANTA TERESA ARPT-DONA ANA 30 DEG LOW TEMP

NOV 19  653 AM DEMING ARPT-LUNA 31 DEG LOW TEMP



http://www.srh.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata



Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/

